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IN THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. An identifier indicating the status of each claim is provided. 



Listing of Claims 

1 . (Currently Amended) An asset management system for managing an essence, 

comprising: 

acqui sition means for acquiring video and audio data used to create the essenc e; 
creating means for creating said essence and for generating metadata for 
explaining said essence when creating said essence; 

archiving means for archiving said essence and the metadata correlatively with 

each other; 

controlling means for controlling an operation performed on the archived essence 
based on said metadata to realize asset management for said essence, 

wherein the archiving means issues and archives a tag~spee4&4ft g the metadata 
indicating position or tiro c of t he inquisition; and 

retrieving means for retrieving the metadata according to the tag. 

2. (Currently Amended) An asset management system for managing an essence, 

comprising: 

acquisition means for acquiring video and, audio data used, to generate the essence; 
generating means for generating the information for explaining said essence; 
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recording means for recording and/or reproducing said essence and the 
information correlatively with each other; 

managing means for managing and/or controlling a recording and/or reproducing 
operation of said essence based on said information to affect asset management for said essence, 

wherein the recording means issues and records a tag sp e cif y i ng th e r ec ord e d 
«ykroafte e indicating position or time of the acqui sition ; and 

retrieving means for retrieving the recorded information according to the tag. 



3. (Currently Amended) An asset management system for managing an essence, 

comprising: 

acquisi tio ncm to i m v eo and .audio data used to generate the essej.ce; 

generating means for generating the information specifying attributes of said 

essence; 

recording means for recording said essence and the information correlatively with 
each other on a recording medium to reproduce said essence from said recording medium; 

control means for controlling the recording and/or reproducing operations for said 
essence based on said information to affect asset management for said essence, 

wherein the recording means issues and records a tag sp ec ifyin g t he recorded 
atmfetttes indicating position or time of the acquisition. ; and 

retrieving means for retrieving the recorded attributes according to the tag. 



4. (Currently Amended) An asset management method for managing an essence, 

comprising: 
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an acquisition step of acquiring video and audio data used to create the essence: 

a creating step of creating said essence and for generating metadata for explaining 
said essence when creating said essence; 

an associating step of associating said essence and the metadata with each other; 

a controlling step of controlling an operation performed on the archived essence 
based on said metadata to realize asset management for said essence, 

wherein the associating step issues and archives a tag spee-ifyi ng the metadata 
indicatin g position or time of the acquisition ; and 

a retrieving step of retrieving the metadata according to the tag. 



5. (Currently Amended) An asset management method for managing an essence, 

comprising: 

an acquisition step of acquiring video and audio data used to generate the essence; 

a generating step of generating the information for explaining said essence; 

a controlling step of controlling the recording and/or reproducing operation of 
recording and/or reproducing said essence and the information correlatively with each other 
based on said information to affect asset management for said essence, 

wherein the generating step issues and records a ta g- s p©ei-%4Bg4he- rec-(>rded 
mfematie ft i ndicating position or time of the acquisi tion ; and 

a retrieving step of retrieving the recorded information according to the tag. 



6. (Currently Amended) An asset management method for managing an essence, 



comprising: 
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an acquisition step of acquiring video and audio data used to generate the essence; 
a generating step of generating the information specifying attributes of said 

essence; 

a recording and controlling step of recording said essence and the information 
correlatively with each other on a recording medium and controlling the recording and/or 
reproducing operations for said essence based on said information to affect asset management for 
said essence, 

wherein the generating step issues and records a tag^peei-fyH^g-the- fecorik d 
afetetes in dicatin g pos i t ion or ti me of the acqu i s i tion ; and 

a retrieving step of retrieving the recorded attributes according to the tag. 

7. (Currently Amended) A production system for creating a project from an 
essence, comprising: 

acquisition means for acq uiri ng video and aud i o day u sed to create the essence; 

production means for creating said essence and for generating metadata for 
accounting for said essence; 

post-production means for creating said project from said essence using metadata 
generated at the time of said production, 

wherein the production means issues and archives a tag sp e cifying the m e ta d ata 
indicating p os i t ic in or t i m c oftln, acquisition; and 

retrieving means for retrieving the metadata according to the tag. 
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8. (Currently Amended) A production system for creating a project from an 
essence, comprising: 

acquisition means for acquiring video and, audio data used to create the essence; 

production means for creating said essence and for generating metadata for 
accounting for said essence; 

post-production means for creating said project from said essence; 

wherein an operation of said post-production is controlled based on metadata 
generated at the time of said production, 

wherein the production means issues and archives a tag-speei%mg4he metadata 
indicating position or time of the acquisition ; and 

retrieving means for retrieving the metadata according to the tag. 

9. (Currently Amended) A production method for creating a project from an 
essence, comprising the steps of: 

acquiring video and audio data used to create the essen ce; 

creating said essence and generating metadata used for accounting for said 

essence; 

creating said project from said essence using said metadata, 

wherein the essence and metadata generating step issues and archives a tag 

speeifo4fiM^ indicating p o sit ion or ti m e of th e ac quisition; and 

retrieving the metadata according to the tag. 
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10. (Currently Amended) A production method for creating a project from an 
essence, comprising the steps of: 

acquiring video and audio data used to create the essence: 

creating said essence and generating metadata used for accounting for said 

essence; 

controlling an operation of post-production based on said metadata to create said 
project from said essence, 

wherein the essence and metadata generating step issues and archives a tag 

speeife4flg4fae^Betadata indicati ng position or time of th e acquisition; and 
retrieving the metadata according to the tag. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A production system for creating a project from an 
essence, comprising: 

a cquisition means fo r acq uiring video an d audio da t a used t o create the essenc e: 
pre-production means for creating metadata used for accounting for said essence; 
production means for performing an operation for creating said essence, using 

said metadata; 

post-production means for creating said project from said essence, 
wherein the pre-production means issues and archives a 1ag-f^eeiiy4«g-the 
metad ata huIk. liny po it io i or lime oj i!ie actiuisili()n; and 

retrieving means for retrieving the metadata according to the tag. 
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12. (Currently Amended) A production system for creating a project from an 
essence, comprising: 

acquisition means for acquiring video and audio data used to create the essence; 

pre-production means for creating metadata used for accounting for said essence; 

production means for creating said essence and for storing said essence and the 
metadata correlatively with each other on a recording medium; 

post-production means for creating said project from said essence, 

wherein an operation in said production is performed using the metadata 
generated at the time of said pre-production, 

wherein the pre-production means issues and archives a tag spec i fying the 
Bsetadate indicating p o siti on , o r time of the acquisition ; and 

retrieving means for retrieving the metadata according to the tag. 

13. (Currently Amended) An archiving system for archiving an essence, 

comprising: 

acquisiti o n m eans fo r acquiri n g video an d audi o data used to create th e e ssence; 
production means for creating said essence and for generating metadata used for 
accounting said essence; 

archiving means for archiving said essence and the metadata correlatively with 

each other; 

controlling means for controlling said archiving means so that an operation for 
said essence will be performed using said metadata, 
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wherein the production means issues and archives a tag specify i ng t he m e ta d ata 

indi ca ting position, or time of th e acquisition ; and 

retrieving means for retrieving the metadata according to the tag. 



14. (Currently Amended) An archiving system for archiving an essence, 

comprising: 

acquisition mea ns for acquiring video and aud i o data us ed to create the e sse nce: 
production means for creating said essence and for generating metadata used for 
accounting said essence; 

archiving means for archiving said essence and the metadata correlatively with 

each other; 

controlling means for controlling said archiving means so that asset management 
for said essence archived by said archiving means will be performed based on said metadata, 

wherein the production means issues and archives a ta g ■ specifying the metadat a 
indicating position or time of the acqui sition ; and 

retrieving means for retrieving the metadata according to the tag. 



15. (Currently Amended) A method for archiving an essence, comprising the 

steps of: 

acquiring video and audi > dat u cd •• cieaie the essence; 

creating said essence and generating metadata used for accounting said essence; 

performing an operation for said essence using said metadata; 

archiving and essence and the metadata correlatively with each other, 
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wherein the essence and metadata creating step issues and archives a tag 

sp e ci fy ing 4he-»etadata indicating p osition, or time of the acquisit ion; and 
retrieving the metadata according to the tag. 



16. (Currently Amended) A method for archiving an essence, comprising the 

steps of: 

acqu i r ing v ide o a nd audio data used to create the essenc e; 

creating said essence and generating metadata used for accounting said essence; 

performing control based on said metadata so that an asset management for said 
essence archived will be performed to archive said essence and the metadata correlatively with 
each other, 

wherein the essence and metadata creating step issues and archives a tag 

speei#y4ttg4h«Hmeted«tft indicatin g position or ti me of the acquisition; and 
retrieving the metadata according to the tag. 

17. (Currently Amended) A distribution system for allotting an essence, 

comprising: 

a cquisition means for acquiring video and audio data used to c reate the essence; 
production means for creating said essence and for generating metadata pertinent 
to said essence; 

prost-production means for performing post-production processing on said 

essence; 
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distribution means for allotting said essence using metadata generated at the time 

of said production, 

wherein the production means issues and archives a ta g specifying the metada ta 
indicating position or time of the acquisition ; and 

retrieving means for retrieving the metadata according to the tag. 

18. (Currently Amended) A distribution system for allotting an essence, 

comprising: 

acquisition means tor acquiring video and audio data used to create the essence; 
production means for creating said essence and for generating metadata pertinent 
to said essence; 

post-production means for performing post-production processing on said 

essence; 

distribution means for allotting said essence, 

wherein an operation of said distribution means is controlled using the metadata 
used at the time of said production, and 

wherein the production means issues and archives a tag4^etfy«^4fe^fi^^data 
indicating posi tion or time of the ac quisition; and 

retrieving means for retrieving the metadata according to the tag. 

19. (Currently Amended) A distribution method for allotting an essence, 
comprising the steps of: 

acquirin g video and audio data used to create the essence; 
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creating said essence and generating metadata pertinent to said essence; 
performing post-production processing on said essence; 
allotting said essence using metadata generated at the time of said production, 
wherein the essence and metadata creating step issues and archives a tag 



speeifriBg-tteHtBetadata indicating position or tim eoi'jl ic j«. .qui si ti on ; and 
retrieving the metadata according to the tag. 

20. (Currently Amended) A distribution method for allotting an essence, 
comprising the steps of: 



acquiring video and, audio data used to create the essence: 

creating said essence and generating metadata pertinent to said essence; 

performing post-production processing on said essence; 

controlling an operation of distribution, using said data, to allot said essence, 

wherein the essence and metadata creating step issues and archives a tag 



■speejiy-iBg the metadata i n dicating position or time of th e acqui sition; and 
retrieving the metadata according to the tag. 

21. (Currently Amended) An authoring system for creating a package medium 
from an essence, comprising: 



acquisiti on means for ac quiring video and audio data used to create the essence: 
production means for creating said essence and for generating metadata pertinent 



to said essence; 



post-production means for performing post-production on said essence; 
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authoring means for creating said package medium from an essence processed 
with post-production, using metadata generated at the time of said production, 

wherein the production means issues and archives a tag specify in g t he m etadata 
indicating position or time of the acquisition ; and 

retrieving means for retrieving the metadata according to the tag. 

22. (Previously Presented) The authoring system according to claim 21 
wherein said authoring means performs authoring processing for an editing video 

programme from metadata indicating the logical structure of a video programme. 

23. (Currently Amended) An authoring method for creating a package medium 
from an essence, comprising the steps of: 

acqu i r in g vide o and audio data used to create t h e essence ; 

creating said essence and generating metadata pertinent to said essence; 

performing post-production on said essence; 

creating said package medium from an essence processed with post-production 
using metadata, and 

wherein the essence and metadata creating step issues and archives a tag 

spee44^ftg4he-:}Betadat a indicating position or time of the acquisition ; and 
retrieving the metadata according to the tag. 

24. (Currently Amended) An authoring method for creating a package medium 
from an essence, comprising the steps of: 
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acquiring video and audio data used to generate the essence: 

generating metadata pertinent to said essence; 

creating said essence; performing post-production on said essence; 

creating said package medium from an essence processed with post-production 
using said metadata, 

wherein the metadata generating step issues and archives a tag specifying the 
metadata indicating po s iti on or tune of the acquisition; and 

retrieving the metadata according to the tag. 

25. (Currently Amended) An asset management system for managing an essence, 

comprising: 

acq u isition, mea ns for acquiring video and audio data used to g en erate the essence; 
pre-production means for generating metadata indicating the rights of said 



essence; 



essence; 



production means for creating said essence; 

asset management means for performing asset management processing on said 



controlling means for controlling said asset management means so that a 
circulation operation of said essence will be performed based on said metadata, 
wherein the pre-production means issues and archives a tag-* 

metadata indicating position or lime of the acquisition ; and 

retrieving means for retrieving the metadata according to the tag. 
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26. (Currently Amended) An asset management system for managing an essence, 

comprising: 

acquisition means for acquiring video and audio data used to create the essence; 
creating means for creating said essence and for generating metadata specifying 
rights pertinent to said essence; 

asset management means for performing asset management processing on said 

essence; 

controlling means for controlling said asset management means, based on said 
metadata, so that a circulating operation of said essence will be performed based on said 
metadata, 

wherein the creating means issues and archives a tag-speei^fytng-the-fgetedate 
indicating position or time of the acquisition ; and 

retrieving means for retrieving the metadata according to the tag. 

27. (Currently Amended) An asset management method for managing an 
essence, comprising the steps of: 

acquiring video and, a udio data used to generate the essence; 
generating metadata indicating the rights of said essence; 
creating said essence; 

performing control based on said metadata so that a circulating operation of said 
essence will be performed to affect asset management processing on said essence, 

wherein the metadata generating step issues and archives a tag-^peeify4flg4fee 
metadata indicating position or time of the acquisition ; and 
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retrieving the metadata according to the tag. 



28. (Currently Amended) An asset management method for managing an 
essence, comprising the steps of: 

acquiring video and audi o da ta used to create the essenc e; 
creating said essence; 

generating metadata specifying rights pertinent to said essence; 

performing control based on said metadata so that a circulation operation of said 
essence will be performed to affect asset management processing for said essence, 

wherein the metadata generating step issues and archives a tag sp e cifying th e 
metadata indic ai in*. } , • > i» i » ihe a. qui hi > i; and 

retrieving the metadata according to the tag. 



29. (Currently Amended) A production system for creating a programme from an 
essence, comprising: 

a cq u i s iti on means for acquiring video and audi o data us e d t:o creat e t h e e ssenc e; 

production means for creating said essence and for generating UMID (unique 
material identifier) for discriminating said essence; 

post production means for editing said essence for generating said programme; 

controlling means for controlling an operation in said post-production based on 

said UMID, 

wherein the metadata generating step issues and archives a tag-speetfymg- -the 
UMl-P indicating position or time of the acquisition ; and 
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retrieving means for retrieving the UMID according to the tag. 



30. (Currently Amended) A production method for creating a programme from 
an essence, comprising the steps of: 

acquiring v ideo and audio data used to creat e . 1 he e ssence: 
creating said essence; 

generating UMID (unique material identifier) for discriminating said essence; 

controlling an operation in said post-production based on said UMID to edit said 
essence to generate said programme, 

wherein the UMID generating step issues and archives a tag- specifying t he 
cr ea t e d -UMB) indi ca ti ng position or time of the acquisiti on; and 

retrieving the created UMID according to the tag. 



3 1 . (Currently Amended) A production system for creating an essence, 

comprising: 

acquisition means lor acqui ri ng vid eo an d a udio data used to g e ner a te the essence; 

generating means for generating a plurality of metadata which are data pertinent 
to said essence and which are respectively identified by SMPTE (Society of Motion Picture and 
Television Engineers) labels; 

receiving means for receiving said essence and said plural metadata and analyzing 
said SMPTE labels to extract pre-set metadata from said plural metadata; 

controlling means for controlling the processing relevant to said essence based on 
the extracted metadata, 
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wherein the generating means issues and archives a ta g sp e cifying th e plu r ality o f 

metadat a indicating posit. < n ot i.ne o f t he acqu is ition ; and 

retrieving means for retrieving the plurality of metadata according to the tag. 



32. (Currently Amended) A control method of a production system for creating 
an essence, comprising the steps of: 

a cquisi ti on means for acq uiring video and, aud i o data used to g e n erate the essence : 
generating a plurality of metadata which are data pertinent to said essence and 

which are respectively identified by SMPTE (Society of Motion Picture and Television 

Engineers) labels; 

receiving said essence and said plural metadata and analyzing said SMPTE labels 
to extract pre-set metadata from said plural metadata; 

controlling the processing relevant to said essence based on the extracted 

metadata, 

wherein the generating step issues and archives a tag-speeifomg^ 
metadata i ndic ati n g position or t i me of the acquisition ; and 

retrieving the plurality of metadata according to the tag. 
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